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What  is  the  proposed  Policy  Foundation? 

The  proposed  Policy  Foundation  is  a public  discussion  document  that  will: 

♦ lead  to  the  development  of  a clear  public  statement  of  policy  to  guide  the  long-term 
management  of  Alberta’s  recreation  and  protected  areas  system;  and 

♦ provide  the  foundation  for  the  development  of  the  new  Natural  Heritage  Act. 

This  document  describes  the  Policy  Foundation  on  which  the  Natural  Heritage  Act  will  be  based. 

What  is  the  Natural  Heritage  Act? 

The  Natural  Heritage  Act  is  a proposed  new  Act  that  will  consolidate  the  management  of 
Alberta's  recreation  and  protected  areas  under  a single  piece  of  legislation.  Currently,  these  areas 
are  managed  under  three  separate  pieces  of  legislation:  the  Provincial  Parks  Act , the  Wilderness 
Areas,  Ecological  Reserves  and  Natural  Areas  Act  and  the  Willmore  Wilderness  Park  Act. 

Under  these  three  Acts  there  are  seven  different  classes  of  recreation  and  protected  areas. 

The  new  Act  will  establish  a single,  coherent  system  of  five  classes  that  provides  differing 
degrees  of  protection.  It  will  also  clearly  specify  the  uses  and  activities  allowed  in  each  class. 

Once  the  new  Act  is  approved,  all  existing  Provincial  Parks,  Wilderness  Areas,  Ecological 
Reserves,  Natural  Areas  and  Recreation  Areas  will  be  reviewed  and  assigned  to  one  of  five 
proposed  classes,  outlined  later  in  this  document.  Similarly,  each  new  recreation  or  protected 
area  that  is  established  in  Alberta  will  be  designated  according  to  one  of  the  five  classes  of  the 
proposed  Natural  Heritage  Act. 


Why  is  this  of  interest  to  me? 

In  Alberta,  there  are  many  different  types  of  recreation  and  protected  areas.  Depending  on  the 
area,  you  can  enjoy  a variety  of  recreational  activities  such  as  wildlife  viewing,  hiking,  hunting, 
fishing,  camping,  snowmobiling  and  biking. 

If  you  are  interested  in  Alberta’s  provincial  parks , wilderness  areas , natural  areas , ecological 
reserves  or  recreation  areas  and  care  about  their  future  management , please  take  the  time  to 
read  this  document  and  provide  us  with  your  input.  Simply  fill  out  the  attached  response  form 
and  return  it  to  us. 
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Why  develop  a new  Act? 


The  following  is  a summary  of  issues  that  have  been  identified  by  various  stakeholder  groups 
over  the  past  few  years  that  require  the  attention  of  Alberta  Environmental  Protection. 

♦ Lack  of  clarity  regarding  the  intent/purpose  of  the  various  classes  of  sites  ( e.g .,  some 
Natural  Areas,  Provincial  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas  are  indistinguishable  in  terms  of  use 
and  management). 

♦ Lack  of  clarity  regarding  permissible  activities  in  the  various  classes  of  sites  (e.g.,  some 
Natural  Areas  and  Provincial  Parks  permit  certain  activities  while  other  sites  in  these 
classes  do  not). 

♦ Lack  of  clarity  regarding  recreation  and  tourism  opportunities  and  services  that  can  be 
expected  in  the  various  classes  of  sites. 

♦ Duplication  and  overlap  of  legislation  (e.g..  Wilderness  Areas,  Wildland  Provincial  Parks 
and  Willmore  Wilderness  Park  are  all  areas  protected  with  similar  intentions  but  legislated 
under  three  different  Acts). 

♦ Lack  of  legislation  for  some  protected  areas  (e.g.,  there  are  no  regulations  regarding 
permissible  activities  within  Natural  Areas). 

The  Alberta  Government  has  identified  four  goals  for  the  Province’s  recreation  and  protected 
areas  program.  The  new  Act  will  help  achieve  these  goals.  The  program  goals  are: 

Preservation  - to  preserve  and  protect  in  perpetuity  a system  of  representative,  special  and 
outstanding  natural  landscapes  and  features  as  well  as  landscape-related  prehistoric, 
historical  and  cultural  resources  in  Alberta. 

Heritage  Appreciation  - to  provide  opportunities  to  explore,  understand  and  appreciate  the 
natural  and  historical  heritage  of  Alberta,  and  enhance  public  awareness  of  our  natural 
environment,  and  our  relationship  to  and  dependence  on  it. 

Outdoor  Recreation  - to  provide  a variety  of  intensive  and  non-consumptive  outdoor 
recreation  opportunities  and  related  facilities  and  services. 

Tourism  - to  encourage  residents  and  visitors  to  discover  and  enjoy  the  natural,  historic  and 
cultural  resources  of  the  Province  through  a variety  of  recreation  opportunities,  facilities 
and  accommodation  services. 
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How  does  the  Natural  Heritage  Act  relate  to  the 
Special  Places  initiative? 

In  1995,  the  Alberta  Government  announced  its  commitment  to  Special  Places.  This  initiative 
provides  a strategic  plan  to  complete  a comprehensive  system  of  protected  areas  representing  the 
environmental  diversity  of  Alberta’s  six  natural  regions  and  twenty  sub-regions  by  the  year  2000. 
Special  Places  are  protected  areas  that  are  explicitly  legislated  and  managed  to  preserve 
significant  elements  of  Alberta's  natural  heritage. 

The  program  will  support  other  provincial,  national  and  international  initiatives  for  conservation 
and  the  sustainable  use  of  resources.  Special  Places  will  be  implemented  through  the  new 
Natural  Heritage  Act  and  other  existing  legislation. 

When  complete,  the  Special  Places  program  will  ensure  a natural  legacy  for  future  generations  of 
Albertans.  Special  Places  balances  the  primary  goal  of  preservation  with  the  other  three  goals: 
heritage  appreciation,  outdoor  recreation,  and  tourism/economic  development.  This  approach 
recognizes  that  achieving  the  three  secondary  goals  requires  the  existence  of  areas  preserved  in  a 
natural  or  near  natural  state. 


What  guidelines  are  being  used  to  develop  the 
Natural  Heritage  Act? 

The  following  guidelines  will  provide  a framework  for  developing  the  new  Natural  Heritage 

Act: 

♦ The  three  existing  Acts  - the  Provincial  Parks  Act , the  Wilderness  Areas,  Ecological 
Reserves  and  Natural  Areas  Act , and  the  Willmore  Wilderness  Park  Act  - should  be 
consolidated  into  a single  piece  of  legislation,  the  proposed  Natural  Heritage  Act. 

♦ The  intent  of  the  new  Act  and  the  rationale  for  Alberta's  network  of  recreation  and 
protected  areas  should  be  clearly  set  out  in  the  Act. 

♦ The  Act  should  establish  a coherent  classification  system  that  provides  a spectrum  of 
‘degrees  of  protection’. 

♦ The  Act  should  explicitly  define  each  class,  stating  the  purpose  of  setting  aside  a particular 
class,  and  the  specific  prohibitions  necessary  to  achieve  that  purpose.  This  should  provide  a 
framework  for  the  management  of  each  area  in  a class  and  provide  all  potential  users  of  an 
area  and  other  stakeholders  a high  degree  of  certainty  as  to  what  uses  and  activities  will  be 
permitted  in  each  class. 
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♦ The  new  Act  should  provide  the  basis  to  develop  management  plans,  which  should  be 
mandatory  for  each  site.  Review  of  management  plans,  with  amendments  as  required, 
should  be  mandatory. 

♦ The  requirement  for  public  participation  should  be  clearly  set  out  in  the  Act.  Public  notice 
and  participation  should  be  required  for  site  designation  and  the  development  of 
management  plans. 

♦ Dispositions  that  existed  before  designation  of  a recreation  or  protected  area  should  be 
honoured  under  the  new  Act.  All  new  subsurface  dispositions  would  be  issued  with  a ‘no 
surface  access  addendum.’  This  means  that  any  sub-surface  resources  such  as  petroleum  or 
natural  gas  within  a protected  area  would  have  to  be  accessed  from  wellsites  outside  the 
area. 


What  is  the  proposed  classification  system? 

A new  classification  system  consisting  of  5 classes  will  be  introduced. 

1.  Provincial  Nature  Reserve 

2.  Wildland  Provincial  Park 

3.  Natural  Environment  Provincial  Park 

4.  Heritage  Rangeland 

5.  Recreation  Area 

The  five  proposed  classes  range  from  the  highly  protected  Provincial  Nature  Reserve  class 
through  to  the  Recreation  Areas  class,  which  is  devoted  primarily  to  outdoor  recreation. 

The  following  section  describes  the  five  proposed  classes  for  the  Natural  Heritage  Act. 
Examples  illustrate  where  existing  recreation  and  protected  areas  may  fit  into  the  five  proposed 
classes. 


1.  Provincial  Nature  Reserve 

“Provincial  Nature  Reserve”  means  representative  or  special  natural  landscapes  and  features 
designated  and  managed  to  preserve  functioning  ecosystems  in  an  undisturbed  state,  as  gene 
pools  for  scientific  research,  education  and  heritage  appreciation  purposes. 

The  Provincial  Nature  Reserve  class  will: 

♦ be  given  the  highest  level  of  protection; 

♦ focus  on  the  preservation  goal;  and 

♦ replace,  but  not  be  identical  to,  the  present  Ecological  Reserve  class. 
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The  primary  intent  of  this  class  is  strict  preservation  of  natural  ecosystems,  habitats  and  features 
and  associated  biodiversity.  Provincial  Nature  Reserves  may  make  significant  contributions  to 
heritage  appreciation  by: 

♦ providing  opportunities  for  outdoor  education,  especially  as  it  relates  to  scientific  research 
on  the  site. 

Existing  Ecological  Reserves  with  long-term  grazing  commitments  can  be  placed  in  the  Heritage 
Rangeland  category.  Moving  Ecological  Reserves  with  grazing  dispositions  to  the  new  Heritage 
Rangeland  class  effectively  ensures  that  there  will  be  no  ongoing  dispositions  in  the  new 
Provincial  Nature  Reserve  class  once  any  existing  oil  and  gas  wells  are  abandoned. 

Examples 

A number  of  existing  Natural  Areas  with  significant  ecological  values  could  be  placed  in  the 
Provincial  Nature  Reserve  class,  thus  affording  them  a higher  level  of  protection.  Natural  Areas 
such  as  La  Saline  and  Harper  Creek  are  good  examples 


2.  Wildland  Provincial  Park 

“Wildland  Provincial  Park”  is  a class  that  protects  natural  landscapes  to  ensure  lasting 
preservation  of  biological  diversity.  These  areas  are  managed  to  maintain  functioning 
ecosystems  relatively  unaffected  by  human  influences  while  providing  opportunities  for 
compatible  non-mechanized  backcountry  recreation  where  visitors  experience  nature  in  an 
undisturbed  state. 

The  Wildland  Provincial  Park  class  will: 

♦ ensure  lasting  preservation  of  the  ecological  integrity  of  natural  landscapes  and  ecological 
processes,  along  with  associated  biological  diversity,  while  providing  opportunities  for 
backcountry  recreation; 

♦ phase  out  any  existing  industrial  activities  as  soon  as  possible;  and 

♦ not  allow  new  industrial  activities. 

This  class  currently  exists  under  the  Provincial  Parks  Act  and  would  continue  under  the  Natural 
Heritage  Act.  Alberta's  three  existing  Wilderness  Areas  (White  Goat,  Siffleur,  and  Ghost  River) 
are  among  the  most  protected  areas  in  Canada.  The  Wilderness  Areas  are  proposed  to  be 
redesignated  as  Wildland  Provincial  Parks.  In  addition,  Willmore  Wilderness  Park,  which  is 
currently  under  its  own  legislation,  will  move  under  the  Natural  Heritage  Act  and  into  this  class. 
The  existing  levels  of  protection  provided  to  these  areas  will  stay  the  same  under  the  new  Act 
and  activities  that  are  not  permitted  under  the  existing  legislation  would  be  excluded  from  these 
areas.  The  existing  range  of  recreation  activities  for  these  areas  would  also  be  maintained. 
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Examples 

Willmore  Wilderness  Park  has  been  used  as  the  model  for  this  class.  The  existing  level  of 
protection  for  Willmore,  as  well  as  current  use  patterns,  has  been  retained  in  the  proposed 
management  guidelines. 

The  proposed  Wildland  Provincial  Park  class,  would  include  the  existing  Elbow  Sheep,  Kakwa 
and  Fort  Assiniboine  Wildland  Provincial  Parks,  but  would  provide  a higher  level  of  protection 
to  these  areas  than  they  currently  have.  However,  this  level  of  protection  includes  recognition  of 
the  government’s  commitment  to  honour  existing  resource  dispositions.  There  will  be  almost  no 
change  to  the  management  of  these  three  areas  under  the  proposed  Wildland  Provincial  Park 
class.  Several  of  the  larger  Natural  Areas  such  as  Wind  Valley,  Cardinal  Divide  and  Beehive 
could  also  fit  within  the  proposed  Wildland  Provincial  Park  class. 


3.  Natural  Environment  Provincial  Park 

“Natural  Environment  Provincial  Park”  means  provincially  significant  landscapes  and 
features  designated  to  preserve  biological  diversity  and  functioning  ecosystems  or  preserve 
natural  or  historical  features  while  providing  quality  heritage  appreciation,  outdoor  recreation 
and  tourism  opportunities  that  are  dependent  upon  and  compatible  with  the  protection  of  the 
natural  environment. 

The  Natural  Environment  Provincial  Park  class  will: 

♦ have  preservation  as  the  primary  goal; 

♦ provide  significant  opportunities  for  heritage  appreciation,  outdoor  recreation  and  tourism, 
while  maintaining  ‘preservation’  as  the  primary  goal; 

♦ include  “flagship”  Provincial  Parks  that  are  significant  provincial  tourism  destinations;  and 

♦ be  the  class  where  the  public  can  expect  nature-oriented  recreation  opportunities,  supported 
by  facilities  and  heritage  appreciation  programs. 

Natural  Environment  Parks  are  primarily  distinguished  from  Wildland  Parks  by  the  greater  range 
of  outdoor  recreation  facilities  available,  the  extent  of  auto  access  provided  and  the  interpretive 
and  educational  programs.  The  level  of  protection  would  be  similar  to  that  of  current  Provincial 
Parks.  Unlike  the  current  situation,  however,  this  protection  would  be  backed  by  legislation 
rather  than  policy  or  practice. 

Examples 

Approximately  one  half  of  Alberta’s  existing  Provincial  Parks  would  be  placed  in  this  class. 
Typical  examples  include  Bow  Valley,  Lesser  Slave  Lake,  Carson-Pegasus,  Dinosaur,  Cypress 
Hills  and  Writing-On-Stone  Provincial  Parks.  Some  existing  Recreation  Areas  that  have 
significant  ecological  value  in  addition  to  outdoor  recreation  value  could  also  be  placed  in  this 
class.  Recreation  Areas  such  as  Pierre  Greys  Lakes  and  Rock  Lake  are  good  examples. 
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4.  Heritage  Rangeland 


“Heritage  Rangeland”  means  native  rangelands  designated  and  managed  to  ensure  lasting 
ecological  integrity  and  preservation  of  biological  diversity  using  livestock  grazing  as  the 
primary  management  tool. 

The  Heritage  Rangeland  class  will: 

♦ provide  a new  class  of  protected  area  that  does  not  exist  in  current  legislation; 

♦ have  preservation  as  its  priority  goal;  and 

♦ ensure  lasting  preservation  of  the  ecological  integrity  and  biological  diversity  associated 
with  Alberta’s  native  grasslands,  while  sustaining  the  traditional  ranching  approach  to  the 
management  of  Heritage  Rangelands. 

Herds  of  bison  played  a major  role  in  shaping  the  characteristic  biodiversity  of  the  grasslands. 
Cattle  have  replaced  bison  as  primary  grazers.  Carefully  managed  cattle  grazing  has  for  many 
years  contributed  to  the  ecological  integrity  of  some  very  large  tracts  of  the  continent’s  finest 
remaining  prairies.  The  continued  protection  of  these  rangelands  will  require  the  continuation  of 
the  traditional  ranching  approach  to  management  that  has  preserved  these  grasslands  for  so  many 
years. 

Heritage  Rangelands  will  be  designated  under  the  Natural  Heritage  Act , however,  grazing 
dispositions  in  Heritage  Rangelands  will  continue  to  be  managed  under  the  Public  Lands  Act. 
Management  plans  will  be  developed  for  all  Heritage  Rangelands  and  management  practices  will 
continue  much  the  same  as  at  present.  A committee  consisting  of  the  lessees  or  allotment 
holders,  representatives  of  other  stakeholder  groups  and  the  appropriate  government  agencies 
will  prepare  management  plans.  These  plans  will  conform  to  the  overall  goals  of  this  class  and 
the  legislative  provisions  governing  it.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  management  plan  and  to 
rights  of  the  lessee,  as  may  exist  from  time  to  time,  the  day  to  day  management  of  grazing 
operations  will  be  the  responsibility  of  the  lessee  in  conjunction  with  the  appropriate  land 
management  agency  (Agriculture,  Food  and  Rural  Development,  Public  Lands;  Municipal 
Affairs,  Special  Areas  Board;  and  Environmental  Protection,  Natural  Resources  Service  and 
Land  and  Forest  Service). 

Examples 

Placing  existing  Ecological  Reserves  and  Natural  Areas  that  contain  grazing  leases  in  the 
Heritage  Rangeland  class  will  provide  greater  clarity  to  the  classification  system.  Rumsey  and 
Ross  Lake  Natural  Areas  as  well  as  Rumsey,  Hand  Hills,  Wainwright  Dunes  and  Upper  Bob 
Creek  Ecological  Reserves  are  good  examples  of  existing  areas  that  may  fit  this  class.  Most  of 
the  new,  larger  Special  Places  in  the  White  Area  (settled  part  of  Alberta)  will  also  likely  fit  into 
this  class. 
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5.  Recreation  Area 


“Recreation  Area”  means  natural  or  modified  landscapes  designated  to  protect  sites  of  local 
interest  or  to  support  a wide  range  of  outdoor  recreation  opportunities  and  tourist  facilities,  to 
serve  as  rest  stops  for  the  travelling  public  or  to  provide  access  to  rivers,  lakes,  reservoirs  and 
other  Crown  lands. 

The  Recreation  Area  class  will: 

♦ include  both  natural  and  modified  landscapes; 

♦ include  some  intensively  developed  sites,  while  others  would  remain  largely  undeveloped 
to  provide  a place  for  bird-watching  or  cross  country  skiing; 

♦ be  managed  with  outdoor  recreation  and  tourism  as  the  priority  objectives;  and, 

♦ include  accommodation  and  outdoor  recreation  facilities  and  opportunities  not  typically 
associated  with  the  other  classes. 

Heritage  appreciation  opportunities  will  generally  be  limited  to  local  interest  or  will  provide 
information  about  other  classes  in  the  system. 

Although  Recreation  Areas  do  not  contribute  to  the  preservation  goal  of  Special  Places,  they  are 
essential  for  the  delivery  of  outdoor  recreation  opportunities  at  the  regional  and  local  level. 

Some  sites  play  a significant  role  in  the  management  of  adjacent  Crown  lands  and  waters  by 
localizing  impacts  and  serving  as  staging  areas. 

Some  recreation  areas  will  be  developed  and  managed  for  intensive  recreation.  Sites  may 
include  both  camping  and  day-use  facilities.  Facilities  and  opportunities  in  this  class  will 
typically  be  developed  and  managed  by  the  private  sector  or  ‘not  for  profit’  groups.  Other  land 
uses  may  be  accommodated  but  these  uses  must  be  compatible  with  outdoor  recreation. 
Maintenance  of  aesthetics  and  quality  recreation  experiences  will  be  the  determining  factors. 

Examples 

All  existing  highway  waysides,  most  Forest  Recreation  Areas  and  fishery  access  sites  on  lakes 
and  reservoirs  fit  into  this  class.  Blackfoot  Provincial  Recreation  Area  also  fits  this  category. 
Natural  Areas,  such  as  Red  water  and  Sand  Lake,  that  are  used  for  motorized  recreation  could 
also  fit  in  this  class.  Natural  Areas  that  are  locally  important,  but  do  not  preserve  provincially 
significant  resources,  could  also  fall  into  this  class.  Provincial  Parks,  where  the  majority  of  the 
land  base  is  dedicated  to  recreation  facility  development,  will  also  be  placed  in  the  Recreation 
Area  class.  Placing  the  recreation-oriented  Provincial  Parks  and  Natural  Areas  in  the  Recreation 
Area  class  enables  these  sites  to  be  managed  primarily  for  outdoor  recreation. 
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A comparison  of  Management  Guidelines  under  current 
Legislation  and  proposed  under  the  Natural  Heritage  Act 

The  three  column  table  on  the  following  pages  provides  a comparison  of  current  management  guidelines  for 
recreation  and  protected  areas  with  guidelines  proposed  for  the  new  Natural  Heritage  Act. 

Under  the  Natural  Heritage  Act , five  classes  are  proposed.  These  are  Provincial  Nature  Reserves,  Wildland 
Provincial  Parks,  Natural  Environment  Provincial  Parks,  Heritage  Rangelands,  and  Recreation  Areas. 
Collectively,  these  form  a spectrum  that  ranges  from  highly  protected  areas  through  to  those  sites  which  are 
established  solely  for  outdoor  recreation. 

Exact  comparison  of  the  seven  classes  under  the  existing  three  Acts  with  the  five  classes  under  the  proposed 
new  Act  is  impossible.  Many  existing  recreation  and  protected  areas  are  currently  not  designated  in  the 
appropriate  class.  These  sites  would  be  moved  to  the  most  appropriate  class  under  the  new  Natural  Heritage 
Act.  Therefore,  comparisons  are  not  as  simple  as  indicating  that  two  of  the  existing  classes  would  be 
amalgamated  into  one  new  class.  In  general,  however,  sites  would  be  redesignated  as  follows. 

♦ Provincial  Nature  Reserves  will  include  existing  Ecological  Reserves  except  those  where  livestock 
grazing  is  used  to  maintain  grassland  ecology.  Also  included  in  this  class  will  be  existing  Natural  Areas 
that  have  provincially  significant  natural  values  and  are  not  encumbered  with  existing  resource 
commitments. 

♦ Wildland  Provincial  Parks  will  include  the  existing  Wildland  Parks  under  the  Provincial  Parks  Act , the 
existing  Wilderness  Areas  and  Willmore  Wilderness  Park.  Several  of  the  larger  Natural  Areas  could  also 
be  included  in  this  class. 

♦ Natural  Environment  Provincial  Parks  will  include  existing  Provincial  Parks  with  significant  natural 
values  along  with  a few  similar  Natural  Areas.  Some  existing  Recreation  Areas  also  include  significant 
natural  values  and  could  be  included  in  this  class. 

♦ Heritage  Rangelands  will  include  existing  Ecological  Reserves  and  Natural  Areas,  primarily  in  the 
Grasslands  Natural  Region,  where  it  is  desirable  to  continue  to  use  livestock  grazing  as  the  primary 
management  tool  for  sustaining  the  grassland  ecology. 

♦ Recreation  Areas  will  include  most  existing  Recreation  Areas:  those  Provincial  Parks  dedicated  to 
recreation  facility  development,  and  those  Natural  Areas  that  do  not  contain  provincially  significant 
resources  but  remain  locally  important  for  various  types  of  outdoor  recreation. 
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Current  Management 
Guidelines 

Proposed  Management 
Guidelines 

Change 

Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Development  - Sub- 
surface mineral  sales  and  activities  related  to  oil  and 
gas  are  prohibited  in  Wilderness  Areas.  New 
developments  are  prohibited  in  Ecological  Reserves. 
Developments  that  exist  at  time  of  reserve 
establishment  continue  until  resource  is  depleted. 
New  subsurface  rights  may  be  sold  subject  to  a ‘no 
surface  access’  addendum.  In  Wildland  Parks  and 
Provincial  Parks  existing  commitments  are  honoured. 
New  mineral  sales  subject  to  ‘no  surface  access’ 
addendum.  Conditions  applied  to  minimize  impacts. 
In  Natural  Areas,  activities  are  determined  on  a case 
by  case  basis.  Conditions  are  applied  to  protect 
sensitive  and  scenic  land.  In  Recreation  Areas 
ongoing  oil  and  gas  development  is  permitted  subject 
to  specific  terms  and  conditions  intended  to  minimize 
conflict  with  recreation  use. 

Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Development  - In 

Nature  Reserves,  developments  will  be  restricted  to 
those  that  existed  at  the  time  of  establishment.  In 
Wildland  Parks,  Natural  Environment  Parks  and 
Heritage  Rangelands  developments  will  be  restricted 
to  existing  sub-surface  dispositions.  All  new  sales 
will  have  a ‘no  surface  access’  addendum. 
Infrastructure  associated  with  pre-existing 
commitments  would  be  phased  out  over  time  in  a 
planned  maimer.  In  Recreation  Areas  ongoing  sales 
and  development  will  be  permitted  subject  to 
conditions. 

Petroleum  and  Natural  Gas  Development  - The 

Heritage  Rangeland  class  has  been  added.  Natural 
Areas  where  ongoing  development  is  permitted  are 
moved  to  the  Recreation  Area  class.  Natural  Areas 
that  have  significant  features  and  which  currently 
preclude  development  are  moved  to  the  Nature 
Reserve  class. 

No  significant  changes  in  other  than  reference  to  ‘a 
phase  out  in  a planned  manner.’ 

Mainline  Pipelines  - Prohibited  in  Wilderness 
Areas,  Ecological  Reserves  and  Willmore  Wilderness 
Park.  Permitted  in  Provincial  Parks  and  Natural 
Areas  under  strict  conditions  if  no  alternatives  exist. 
Permitted  in  Recreation  Areas. 

Mainline  Pipelines  - Within  Nature  Reserves, 
Wildland  Parks,  Natural  Environment  Parks  and 
Heritage  Rangelands,  existing  mainline  pipeline 
commitments  will  be  honoured.  Access  for  ongoing 
operations  and  maintenance  of  facilities,  and  for 
emergencies  will  continue.  Expansion  of  the  pipeline 
corridor  may  be  allowed  where  there  are  no  feasible 
alternatives  for  re-routing  the  pipeline.  Permitted  in 
Recreation  Areas  when  the  recreation  value  of  the 
area  is  not  compromised. 

Mainline  Pipeline  - No  change  from  current  policy. 

Road  and  Utilities  - Prohibited  in  Wilderness  Areas, 
Ecological  Reserves  and  Willmore  Wilderness  Park. 
Permitted  with  conditions  in  Wildland  Parks  and 
Provincial  Parks  to  access  existing  commitments. 
Permitted  in  Natural  Areas  and  Recreation  Areas  on  a 
case-by-case  basis. 

Road  and  Utilities  - Prohibited  in  Nature  Reserves. 
Permitted  in  Wildland  Parks,  Natural  Environment 
Parks  and  Heritage  Rangelands  to  access  existing 
resource  commitments  using  existing  rights-of-way 
where  possible. 

Permitted  in  Recreation  Areas,  where  there  are  no 
serious  conflicts  with  recreation  use. 

Road  and  Utilities  - No  significant  change  from 
existing  policy. 

Mining  - Sub-surface  Minerals  - Currently 
prohibited  in  all  classes  with  the  exception  of  new 
Special  Places  where  existing  commitments  will  be 
honoured. 

Mining  - Sub-surface  Minerals  - Prohibited  in  all 
classes  with  the  exception  of  honouring  existing 
commitments.  No  new  sub-surface  dispositions.  In 
the  event  that  a company  holding  the  rights  wishes  to 
develop  a pre-existing  commitment,  the  proposed 
mine  would  be  reviewed  through  the  existing 
regulatory  process.  Should  a mine  be  approved,  the 
area  will  be  deleted  from  the  protected  area  network. 

Mining  - Sub-surface  Minerals  - Existing 
Recreation  and  protected  areas  have  very  few 
existing  sub-surface  commitments  for  mining.  The 
change  in  policy  make  provision  to  honour  existing 
commitments  in  new  Special  Places 

Surface  Minerals  - There  are  currently  no 
dispositions  for  development  of  sand,  gravel,  clay, 
peat,  marl  or  other  surface  minerals  in  any  class  of 
recreation  and  protected  area. 

Surface  Minerals  - Exploration  and  development  of 
all  surface  minerals  will  continue  to  be  prohibited. 

Surface  Minerals  - No  change  from  current  policy. 

Commercial  Telecommunications  Towers  - 

Prohibited  in  Wilderness  Areas.  New  towers 
prohibited  in  Ecological  Reserves  and  Provincial 
Parks. 

Commercial  Telecommunications  Towers  - New 
towers  prohibited  in  all  classes  except  Recreation 
Areas. 

Commercial  Telecommunications  Towers  - no 
change  from  current  practice. 
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Current  Management 
Guidelines 

Proposed  Management 
Guidelines 

Change 

Domestic  Livestock  Grazing  - Prohibited  in 
Wilderness  Areas  and  Wildland  Parks,  permitted  as 
part  of  the  ongoing  management  of  Provincial  Parks 
and  Ecological  Reserves  in  the  Grassland,  Parkland 
and  Montane.  Prohibited  in  Natural  Areas  with  the 
exception  of  new  Special  Places  in  the  Grassland 
Region  where  Natural  Areas  are  being  used  as  an 
interim  designation  pending  the  creation  of  the 
Heritage  Rangeland  class.  Permitted  in  Recreation 
Areas  but  frequently  precluded  by  small  size. 

Domestic  Livestock  Grazing  - Will  continue  as  the 
primary  management  tool  in  Heritage  Rangelands 
and  will  be  permitted  in  some  Recreation  Areas. 

Will  continue  in  those  Natural  Environment  Parks 
where  it  has  been  used  as  a management  tool. 
Prohibited  in  Wildland  Parks  and  Nature  Reserves. 

Domestic  Livestock  Grazing  - No  change  in  policy 
for  existing  areas. 

The  Heritage  Rangeland  class  is  created  to 
accommodate  protected  areas  where  grazing  is  the 
primary  management  tool  for  sustaining  the  grassland 
ecology.  Natural  Areas  and  Ecological  Reserves 
with  ongoing  grazing  will  be  moved  to  this  class. 
Only  those  Natural  Areas  that  are  free  from  long  term 
grazing  dispositions  will  be  considered  for  the  Nature 
Reserve  class. 

Cultivation  - Precluded  in  all  classes  except 
Recreation  Areas  such  as  Blackfoot  where  it  is  a 
component  of  multiple  use  management. 

Cultivation  - Prohibited  in  all  classes  except 
Recreation  Areas  where  it  may  be  component  of 
multiple  use  management  in  areas  such  as  Blackfoot. 

Cultivation  - No  change  from  current  policy. 

Sustained  Yield  Timber  Harvesting  - Currently 
prohibited  in  all  classes  except  some  Recreation 
Areas  where  small-scale  logging  may  be  considered 
where  it  is  compatible  with  recreation  objectives. 

Sustained  Yield  Timber  Harvesting  - Prohibited  in 
all  classes. 

Sustained  Yield  Timber  Harvesting  - Current 
prohibitions  continue  in  all  protected  areas  classes. 
No  change  in  policy  other  than  in  Recreation  Areas. 
Areas  committed  to  sustained  yield  timber  harvesting 
will  no  longer  be  established  as  Recreation  Areas. 

Forest  and  Range  Protection  - Wildfires  are 
suppressed  in  all  classes  on  a priority  basis. 

Most  of  the  insect  infestations  and  diseases  are 
monitored  and  eradication/control  programs  are 
implemented  as  required  to  prevent  spread  to 
commercial  forests  on  adjacent  Crown  land  and/or  to 
prevent  significant  ecological  change  within  the  area. 

Forest  and  Range  Protection  - Wildfires  will 
continue  to  be  suppressed  in  all  classes.  Smaller 
fires,  that  may  be  beneficial  to  the  maintenance  or 
renewal  of  the  ecological  values  of  the  areas  may  be 
allowed  to  bum  in  all  protected  areas  provided  the 
risk  of  them  progressing  to  unmanageable  size  and 
intensity  is  minimal  and  no  immediate  control  action 
is  required  to  protect  facilities  within  the  area  or  other 
resources  on  adjacent  lands.  Such  fires  will  be 
closely  monitored. 

Pre-suppression  measures  associated  with  fire  hazard 
reduction  and  fire  detection  may  be  considered  in 
larger  (e.g.>10  km2)  Nature  Reserves  and  in  all  other 
classes. 

Insect  infestations  and  tree  diseases  within  protected 
areas  will  continue  to  be  monitored  and 
eradication/control  programs  will  be  implemented 
when  required  to  maintain  the  ecological  values  of 
the  areas  and  to  protect  forest  values  and  adjacent 
land.  Sanitation  cutting  and  controlled  burning  are 
the  preferred  control  methods  but  other  methods  may 
be  considered  when  necessary. 

Forest  and  Range  Protection  activities  in  all  classes 
will  be  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  Forest  and 
Prairie  Protection  Act  and  its  regulations  and  with 
approved  management  plans. 

Forest  and  Range  Protection  - Some  clarification 
of  approach.  No  major  change  in  policy 
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Current  Management 
Guidelines 

Proposed  Management 
Guidelines 

Change 

Vegetation  Management  - Prohibited  in  wilderness 
Areas. 

Permitted  in  Ecological  Reserves  and  to  achieve 
specific  ecological  objectives 

Permitted  in  facility  areas  of  Provincial  Parks  and  in 
Recreation  Areas  for  visitor  safety  and  to  enhance 
recreation  opportunities. 

Permitted  in  all  classes  as  required  to  comply  with 
the  Weed  Control  Act. 

Vegetation  Management  - Permitted  in  all  classes 
to  comply  with  the  Weed  Control  Act  using  methods 
that  are  effective  and  least  detrimental  to  non-target 
organisms. 

Permitted  in  all  protected  areas  to  achieve  specific 
ecological  objectives.  May  be  permitted  in  recreation 
areas  where  it  does  not  conflict  with  recreational  use. 

While  the  use  of  prescribed  burning  and  prescribed 
tree  and  stand  removal  by  cutting  will  be  the 
preferred  tools  in  vegetation  management,  other, 
alternative  protocols  may  also  be  considered 
provided  ecological  objectives  are  not  significantly 
compromised. 

Vegetation  Management  - Would  permit 
management  activity  in  Wilderness  Areas,  and  would 
increase  the  usable  options  available. 

Water  Management  - Water  management  structures 
prohibited  in  Ecological  Reserves,  Wilderness  Areas. 
No  specific  prohibition  in  Provincial  Parks, 

Wildland  Provincial  Parks  or  Recreation  Areas. 

Small  weirs  are  located  in  some  parks  and  Recreation 
Areas.  Many  Recreation  Areas  are  adjacent  to 
reservoirs  and  provide  recreation  access. 

Water  Management  - Diversion  of  water  or  other 
water  management  activities  would  be  prohibited  in 
Nature  Reserves  and  Wildland  Parks.  Subject  to  the 
Water  Act,  the  Department  may  carry  out 
management  activities  to  achieve  specific 
preservation  objectives  or  protect  outdoor  recreation 
facilities  in  Natural  Environment  Parks  and  Heritage 
Rangelands. 

Water  management  to  enhance  outdoor  recreation 
may  be  considered  in  Recreation  Areas. 

Water  Management  - Some  formalization  of 
existing  ‘practice  ’. 

No  significant  policy  change. 

Note:  New  Water  Act  not  yet  in  effect.  It  will  replace 
the  existing  Water  Resources  Act. 

Motor  Vehicle  Access  - Prohibited  in  Wilderness 
Areas  and  Willmore  Wilderness  Park.  Prohibited  in 
Ecological  Reserves  except  for  management 
activities  or  activities  associated  with  a valid 
disposition.  Restricted  to  designated  roads  in 
Provincial  Parks,  Recreation  Areas  and  Natural 
Areas. 

Motor  Vehicle  Access  - Prohibited  in  Nature 
Reserves,  Wildland  Parks  and  Heritage  Rangelands 
except  for  management  activities  or  carrying  out 
approved  operations  associated  with  a valid 
disposition  or  research  permit.  Within  Natural 
Environment  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas,  vehicles 
are  restricted  to  public  roads  or  limited  to 
management  purposes  or  carrying  out  activities 
associated  with  a valid  disposition  or  research  permit, 
in  areas  not  road  accessible 

Motor  Vehicle  Access  - No  change  from  current 
policy. 

Off  -Highway  Vehicles  and  Snowmobiles  - 

Prohibited  in  Wilderness  Areas,  Willmore 
Wilderness  Park  and  Ecological  Reserves.  In 
Wildland  Parks  designated  routes  that  existed  at  the 
time  of  establishment  may  be  considered  to  ensure 
continuity  of  regional  trail  systems.  In  Provincial 
Parks  and  Recreation  Areas,  facilities  may  serve  as 
staging  areas  for  adjacent  land  provided  there  are  no 
conflicts  with  other  users  and  natural  values  are  not 
compromised.  Permitted  in  Natural  Areas  and  in 
some  Recreation  Areas  that  have  an  OHV  zone  or 
designated  OHV  trails. 

Off  -Highway  Vehicles  and  Snowmobiles  - 

Prohibited  in  Nature  Reserves.  Permitted  in  Heritage 
Rangelands  for  management  activities  associated 
with  a valid  disposition.  In  some  Natural 
Environment  Parks  staging  areas  may  be  used  to 
provide  snowmobile  access  to  lakes  or  crown  land 
outside  the  park.  Prohibited  in  Wildland  Parks 
except  for  new  areas  where  use  is  already  well 
established.  In  such  circumstances  a limited  number 
of  specific  routes  may  be  designated  at  the  time  of 
establishment.  Permitted  on  designated  trails  in 
larger  Recreation  Areas 

Off  -Highway  Vehicles  and  Snowmobiles  - No 

significant  change  from  the  current  policy  except  for 
possible  designation  of  routes  in  Wildland  Parks 
where  use  patterns  are  already  well  established. 

Proposed  Policy  Foundation 


Summary  Report 


12 


March  1998 


Current  Management 
Guidelines 
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Aircraft  Landing  - Prohibited  in  all  classes  except 
with  written  authorization  for  research  or 
management  purposes  or  in  the  case  of  emergencies. 

Aircraft  Landing  - Prohibited  in  Nature  Reserves, 
Natural  Environment  Parks  and  Heritage  Rangelands 
except  for  emergencies,  approved  research  and 
management  or  operations  associated  with  and 
existing  disposition.  Floatplane  access  to  designated 
lakes  in  some  Wildland  Parks  may  be  permitted 
subject  to  the  management  plan.  Helicopters  and 
floatplanes  may  be  permitted  in  Recreation  Areas 
subject  to  the  management  plan.  Airstrips  are 
prohibited  in  all  classes 

Aircraft  Landing  - Permitted  in  Recreation  Areas 
for  recreation  purposes  subject  to  the  management 
plan.  Floatplane  access  may  be  permitted  to 
designated  lakes  in  Wildland  Provincial  Parks, 
subject  to  the  management  plan. 

Power  Boating  - Prohibited  in  Ecological  Reserves, 
Wilderness  Areas  and  Willmore  Wilderness  Park. 
Permitted  in  the  other  classes  subject  to  boating 
restrictions  under  the  Canada  Shipping  Act. 

Power  Boating  - Prohibited  in  Nature  Reserves. 
Permitted  on  rivers  an  lakes  in  Wildland  Parks  and 
Natural  Environment  Parks  where  the  activity 
already  occurs.  Prohibited  in  Heritage  Rangelands 
except  as  required  for  management  or  in 
emergencies.  Permitted  in  Recreations  Areas. 

Power  Boating  - No  significant  policy  change. 

Commercial  Tourism  Facilities1-  Prohibited  in 
Wilderness  Areas,  Ecological  Reserves,  Natural 
Areas,  Willmore  Wilderness  Park  and  Wildland 
Parks.  May  be  permitted  in  Provincial  Parks 
providing  it  is  consistent  with  the  primary  intent  of 
preserving  the  natural  landscape.  Permitted  in 
Recreation  Areas. 

Commercial  Tourism  Facilities  - Prohibited  in 
Nature  Reserves,  Wildland  Parks,  and  Heritage 
Rangelands.  Restricted  to  existing  developments 
within  Natural  Environment  Parks.  Permitted  in 
Recreation  Areas. 

Commercial  Tourism  Facilities  - Restricted  to 
existing  developments  in  Natural  Environment 
Parks. 

Outdoor  Recreation  Facilities  - Prohibited  in 
Wilderness  Areas  and  Ecological  Reserves. 
Restricted  to  trails  and  primitive  facilities  in 
Wildland  Parks,  Willmore  Wilderness  Park  and 
Natural  Areas.  A wide  range  of  facilities  are 
permitted  in  Provincial  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas. 

Outdoor  Recreation  Facilities  - Prohibited  in 
Nature  Reserves.  Limited  to  trails,  trail  bridges  and 
backcountry  campsites  in  Wildland  Parks:  Limited  in 
Natural  Environment  Parks  to  those  facilities  that 
enhance  heritage  appreciation,  recreation  and  tourism 
use  associated  with  protection  of  the  natural 
environment.  A wide  range  of  facilities  will  be 
permitted  in  Recreation  Areas. 

Outdoor  Recreation  Facilities  - Clear  separation  of 
Natural  Environment  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas 
will  clarify  the  intent  of  these  sites. 

No  change  for  Wildland  Parks  or  Nature  Reserves. 
The  range  of  recreation  facilities  available  in  Natural 
Environment  Parks  will  be  narrower  than  currently 
permitted  in  Provincial  Parks  while  the  range  of 
facilities  for  Recreation  Areas  will  be  broadened. 

Auto  Access  Campgrounds  - Prohibited  in 
Wilderness  Areas,  Ecological  Reserves,  Wildland 
Parks,  Natural  Areas  and  Willmore  Wilderness  Park. 
Permitted  in  Provincial  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas. 

Auto  Access  Campgrounds  - Prohibited  in  Nature 
Reserves  and  Heritage  Rangelands.  Prohibited  in 
Wildland  Parks  except  for  staging  areas,  which  must 
be  on  the  perimeter.  Permitted  in  Natural 
Environment  Parks  and  Recreation  Areas. 

Auto  Access  Campgrounds  - Provision  for  staging 
areas  on  the  perimeter  of  Wildland  Parks.  Auto 
access  camping  will  be  prohibited  in  Heritage 
Rangelands. 

Backcountry  Camping  - Prohibited  in  Ecological 
Reserves.  Permitted  in  all  other  classes  where  land 
base  is  large  enough.  Restricted  to  designated  areas 
in  some  classes.  No  facilities  may  be  constructed  in 
Wilderness  Areas. 

Backcountry  Camping  - Prohibited  in  Nature 
Reserves.  May  be  permitted  in  all  other  classes 
subject  to  terms  and  conditions  of  the  management 
plan. 

Backcountry  Camping  - No  change  form  current 
policy  except  that  including  the  Wilderness  Areas  in 
the  Wildland  Park  class  may  permit  the  construction 
of  basic  backcountry  campsites  and  trail 
improvement  if  warranted. 

Horse  Use  - Prohibited  in  Wilderness  Areas. 
Recreational  use  is  discouraged  in  Ecological 
Reserves.  Permitted  in  Willmore  Wilderness  Park, 
Wildland  Parks  and  Natural  Areas.  Permitted  in 
designated  areas  or  on  designated  trails  in  Provincial 
Parks  and  Recreation  Areas. 

Horse  Use  - Prohibited  in  Nature  Reserves. 
Permitted  in  Wildland  Parks  where  use  patterns  are 
established  at  the  time  of  designation.  Permitted  in 
the  other  classes  subject  to  terms  and  conditions  as 
set  out  in  management  plans.  Encouraged  for 
management  of  cattle  in  Heritage  Rangelands. 

Horse  Use  - Prohibition  in  Nature  Reserves  will  be 
accommodated  by  moving  Ecological  Reserves  with 
grazing  to  the  Heritage  Rangeland  class. 

1 Commercial  Tourism  Facilities  include  hotels  or  motels,  RV  parks,  golf  courses,  downhill  ski  areas,  heli-skiing 
operations,  or  similar  types  of  development.  It  does  not  include  rustic  fixed  roof  accommodation  such  as  a rustic  hostel, 
backcountry  hut,  or  similar  facilities. 
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Hunting  - Prohibited  in  Wilderness  Areas. 

Permitted  in  Ecological  Reserves  and  Provincial 
Parks  only  where  required  to  control  problem  wildlife 
populations.  Permitted  in  Natural  Areas,  Wildland 
Parks,  Willmore  Wilderness  Park  and  Recreation 
Areas. 

Hunting  - Prohibited  in  Nature  Reserves.  Permitted 
in  Natural  Environment  Parks  as  required  for 
management  purposes  to  control  wildlife  populations. 
Permitted  in  Wildland  Parks  where  hunting  occurs  at 
the  time  of  designation.  Permitted  in  Heritage 
Rangelands  and  Recreation  Areas  subject  to 
guidelines  in  the  management  plan. 

Hunting  - No  change  from  current  policy. 

Fishing  - Prohibited  in  Wilderness  Areas  and 
Ecological  Reserves.  Permitted  in  the  other  classes. 

Fishing  - Prohibited  in  Nature  Reserves.  Permitted 
in  Wildland  Parks  that  are  open  to  fishing  at  the  time 
of  establishment.  Permitted  in  the  other  classes. 

Fishing  - No  change 

Trapping  - Prohibited  in  Wilderness  Areas. 
Prohibited  in  Ecological  Reserves  and  Provincial 
Parks  except  as  required  for  management  purposes. 
Pre-existing  traplines  are  phased  out  in  these  areas. 
Permitted  in  Wildland  Parks,  Willmore  Wilderness 
Park,  Natural  Areas  and  Recreation  Areas. 

Trapping  - Prohibited  in  Nature  Reserves. 
Prohibited  in  Natural  Environment  Parks  except  as 
required  for  management  purposes.  Permitted  to 
continue  in  Wildland  Parks  where  it  occurs  at  the 
time  of  establishment  subject  to  the  management 
plan.  Permitted  in  Heritage  Rangelands  and 
Recreation  Areas  subject  to  the  management  plan 

Trapping  - No  change  from  current  policy. 

Cycling,  Mountain  Biking  - Prohibited  in 
Wilderness  Areas  and  Willmore  Wilderness  Park. 
Generally  restricted  to  roads  and  designated  trails  in 
Provincial  Parks.  Cycling  may  be  permitted  on 
routes  as  specified  in  the  management  plan  in 
Ecological  Reserves,  Wildland  Parks  and  Provincial 
Parks.  Permitted  in  Natural  Areas  and  Recreation 
Areas. 

Cycling,  Mountain  Biking  - Prohibited  in  Nature 
Reserves.  May  be  permitted  on  specific  routes  in 
Wildland  Parks  where  use  is  already  well  established 
at  the  time  of  designation.  Restricted  to  roads  and 
designated  trails  in  Natural  Environment  Parks.  May 
be  permitted  in  Wildland  Parks  and  Heritage 
Rangelands  subject  to  the  management  plan. 
Permitted  in  Recreation  Areas. 

Cycling,  Mountain  Biking  - Prohibited  in  Nature 
Reserves. 

Management  Activities  - The  use  of  motor  vehicles, 
horses,  off-highway  vehicles,  snowmobiles,  aircraft, 
etc.,  is  permitted  in  all  classes  for  work  related  to 
resource  protection  and  monitoring,  environmental 
research,  visitor  management,  public  safety  and 
search  and  rescue  or  other  emergencies;  forest  and 
range  protection,  vegetation  management,  general 
management  and  enforcement  activities  carried  out 
by  or  on  behalf  of  the  Province. 

Management  Activities  - Use  of  motorized  vehicles 
and  other  conveyances  by  Department  staff  or  others 
completing  work  on  behalf  of  the  Province  would 
continue  in  all  classes. 

Management  Activities  - No  change  from  current 
policy. 

Table  of  Permitted  Activities  by  Protected  Area  Class 

The  table  on  the  following  page  outlines  activities  that  will  be  permitted  in  the  various  classes  of  recreation  and 
protected  areas.  Please  note  that  the  table  provides  general  direction  only  and  must  be  read  in  conjunction 
with  detailed  management  guidelines  described  on  pages  9-14. 
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NATURAL  HERITAGE  ACT  - ACTIVITIES  BY  PROPOSED  CLASS  
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Uses  permitted  for  management  purposes  only 

Existing  dispositions  (i.e.,  issued  before  designation)  will  be  honoured 

Use  restricted  to  designated  lakes/rivers,  trails  or  areas  identified  at  time  of  establishment,  through  management  plan 


Summary 


Overall,  the  Policy  Foundation  outlined  here  for  the  proposed  Natural  Heritage  Act  does  not  represent  a 
significant  shift  in  policy.  It  is  an  effort  to  document,  formalize  and  clarify  existing  policy  and  practice 
and  to  ensure  a more  appropriate  and  fair  application  of  the  same  to  the  Province’s  system  of  recreation 
and  protected  areas.  Together,  the  proposed  policy  and  Natural  Heritage  Act  will  streamline  Alberta’s 
recreation  and  protected  areas  program  and  provide  a basis  for  allocating  both  existing  and  new  sites  to 
the  most  appropriate  class.  Reducing  the  number  of  classes  and  clearly  defining  the  purpose,  objectives 
and  management  guidelines  for  each  class  will  ensure  greater  clarity  and  public  confidence?  in  the 
management  of  Alberta’s  recreation  and  protected  areas. 
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How  can  I comment  on  the  proposed  Policy  Foundation? 

♦ Fill  out  and  return  the  attached  response  form. 


Where  can  I get  more  information  on  the  proposed  Policy 
Foundation  for  the  Natural  Heritage  Act? 

The  following  reports  provide  additional  information  on  the  proposed  Policy  Foundation: 

♦ Report  la  - Proposed  Policy  Foundation  for  the  Natural  Heritage  Act. 

♦ Report  lb  - Proposed  Foundation  for  the  Natural  Heritage  Act  - Management  Guidelines  for 
Protected  and  Recreation  Areas. 

♦ Report  lc  - Comparison  of  Management  Guidelines  under  Current  and  Proposed  Legislation. 

The  first  two  reports  collectively  outline  Alberta  Environmental  Protection’s  proposed  policy  foundation 
for  the  Natural  Heritage  Act.  Report  lc  compares  the  guidelines  under  the  existing  legislation  with  the 
proposed  management  guidelines  and  outlines  any  changes  in  policy  or  practice. 


To  receive  copies  of  the  above  reports  or  to  get  a copy  of  the  response  form 
accompanying  this  report,  please  contact  Alberta  Environmental  Protection: 

♦ Call  our  toll-free  telephone  Number  (March  to  April  6, 1998  only) 
1-888-870-7577,  or 

Call  Direct  (403)  427-0930 

♦ Visit  the  Department’s  Website 
www.gov.ab.ca/~env. 

Click  on  the  Parks  icon  and  follow  directions  to  the  “Policy  Foundation” 
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Copies  of  the  reports  are  also  available  at  the  following  places: 


♦ Alberta  Environmental  Protection  Information  Centres 


Edmonton  Information  Centre 
Great  West  Life  Building 
Main  Floor 
9920  - 108  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2M4 

Phone  (403)  944-0313 


Calgary  Information  Centre 
100 

3115-  12  Street,  NE 
Calgary,  Alberta 
T2E  7J2 

Phone  (403)  297-3362 


♦ Environmental  Protection’s  Regional  Offices 


Parkland  Region 

Strategic  and  Regional  Support 

Environmental  Service 

Environmental  Protection 

#304,  4920  - 51  Street 

Red  Deer,  Alberta 

T4N  6K8 

Phone  (403)  340-4881 

Prairie  Region 

Environmental  Service 

Strategic  and  Regional  Support 

Environmental  Protection 

3rd  Floor,  YPM  Place 

530  - 8th  Street,  South  (Bag  3014) 

Lethbridge,  Alberta 

Tij  2J8 

Phone  (403)  382-4306 

Northwest  Boreal  Region 

Environmental  Service 

Strategic  and  Regional  Support 

Environmental  Protection 

Main  Floor,  New  Provincial  Building 

Bag  900,  Box  31 

Peace  River,  Alberta 

T0H  2X0 

Phone  (403)  624-6402 


Southern  East  Slopes  Region 
Strategic  and  Regional  Support 
Environmental  Service 
Environmental  Protection 
Suite  303,  Deerfoot  Square 
2938-11  Street,  NE 
Calgary,  Alberta  T3N  7L7 
Phone  (403)  297-5959 

Northern  East  Slopes  Region 
Environmental  Service 
Strategic  and  Regional  Support 
Environmental  Protection 
Room  107  Provincial  Building 
11 1-54  Street 
Edson,  Alberta 
T7E  1T2 

Phone  (403)  723-8390 

Northeast  Boreal  Region 
Environmental  Service 
Strategic  and  Regional  Support 
Environmental  Protection 
Box  1019,  Provincial  Building 
9503-Beaverhill  Road 
Lac  La  Biche,  Alberta 
T0A  2C0 

Phone  (403)  623-5235 
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Proposed  Policy  Foundation  for  the  Natural 

Heritage  Act 

Public  Input 
Response  Sheet 


About  the  Policy  Foundation  for  the  Natural  Heritage  Act. ... 


The  Policy  Foundation  will  provide  the  basis  for  developing  a major  part  of  the  Natural  Heritage 
Act.  The  Natural  Heritage  Act  is  mainly  a consolidation  of  existing  legislation  and  a 
formalization  of  existing  policies  and  practices  for  managing  Alberta's  system  of  recreation  and 
protected  areas.  Although  there  is  no  major  change  in  direction  proposed,  several  stakeholders 
have  indicated  that  a public  policy  document  is  essential  to  explain  the  new  classification  system 
and  to  provide  the  necessary  direction  for  the  long-term  management  of  the  recreation  and 
protected  areas  program. 

Your  comments  will  help  to  shape  the  final  Policy  Foundation  document  and  to  provide  the 
necessary  direction  to  manage  Provincial  Nature  Reserves,  Provincial  Parks,  Heritage 
Rangelands  and  Recreation  Areas  through  the  new  Natural  Heritage  Act. 

In  order  to  help  us  compile  individual  comments,  please  provide  your  input  using  this  form. 


The  personal  information  is  being  collected  to  compile  public  input 
regarding  the  proposed  Policy  Foundation  for  the  new  Natural  Heritage 
Act  and  will  not  be  used  or  disclosed  for  any  other  purpose.  It  is 
protected  by  the  privacy  provisions  of  the  Freedom  of  Information  and 
Protection  of  Privacy  Act. 


About  the  Proposed  Classes. . . 


1.  The  Policy  Foundation  proposes  that  the  existing  seven  classes  of  protected  areas  (Wilderness 
Areas,  Ecological  Reserves,  Natural  Areas,  Willmore  Wilderness  Park,  Provincial  Parks, 
Wildland  Provincial  Parks  and  Provincial  Recreation  Areas)  be  replaced  by  a more  streamlined 
system  consisting  of  five  classes  (Provincial  Nature  Reserves,  Wildland  Provincial  Parks, 
Natural  Environment  Provincial  Parks,  Heritage  Rangelands  and  Recreation  Areas).  The  new 
classes  range  from  Provincial  Nature  Reserves  that  are  highly  protected  to  Recreation  Areas 
where  outdoor  recreation  is  the  main  emphasis. 

Based  on  the  descriptions  outlined  in  the  Summary  Report,  do  you  have  any  opinions  or 
suggestions  about  the  new  classification  system? 


Classification  System. . . 


2.  The  new  classification  system  proposed  will  streamline  overall  management  of  the  Provinces 
recreation  and  protected  areas  system.  Do  you  have  any  comments  on  any  of  the  specific  classes 
proposed? 

Provincial  Nature  Reserves 


Wildland  Provincial  Parks 


Natural  Environment  Provincial  Parks 


Heritage  Rangelands 


Recreation  Areas 


About  the  Natural  Heritage  Act. . . . 

3.  Several  guidelines  have  been  suggested  to  provide  a framework  for  the  development  of  the  new 
Natural  Heritage  Act  (page  3 of  the  Summary  Report).  Do  you  have  any  comments  on  these? 


About  Uses  of  Protected  Areas. . . 


4.  Various  activities  are  permitted  or  not  permitted  in  each  of  the  proposed  classes.  The  table  on 
page  15  identifies  these  activities  and  indicates  if  these  are  a permitted  use,  conditional  use  or  are 
not  permitted  in  each  of  the  proposed  classes.  Pages  9 to  14  outline  how  this  compares  to  the 
current  situation.  Do  you  have  any  comments  on  the  activities  as  presented  in  each  of  the 
proposed  classes? 

Provincial  Nature  Reserves 


Wildland  Provincial  Parks 


Natural  Environment  Provincial  Parks 


Heritage  Rangelands 


Recreation  Areas 


Any  general  comments  on  uses  of  protected  areas? 


About  Yourself.... 


5.  What  is  your  postal  code? 


Thank  you  for  completing  this  questionnaire.  If  there  is  anything  else  you  would  like  to  tell  us 
about  the  Policy  Foundation,  please  feel  free  to  use  the  space  below. 


If  you  wish  to  receive  additional  follow-up  information  and  be  placed  on  a mailing  list,  please 
complete  this  section: 

Name:  

Address: 


City  & Province: 
Postal  Code: 


Please  return  your  completed  Response  Sheet  to: 


Alberta  Environmental  Protection 

Environmental  Service 

Strategic  and  Regional  Support  Division 

1 1th  Floor,  South  Petroleum  Plaza 

9915  - 108  Street 

Edmonton,  Alberta 

T5K  2G8 


You  may  also  fax  your  comments: 
Fax:  (403)  427-1178 


National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliothdque  nationale  du  Canada 


3 3286  51357  0073 


